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Cas ° 5 cvcn thc information itself nest Is withheld freen the public. 

^o. example, the aact that a Russian M/D arployce ra y secretly have 
tried tp warn Oswald not to cone to Russia, if disclosed, night result 
in the employee being -severe^ punished or cvcn executed, j Slnilarlv . 

mWj * ra,t1y n- th» ftn ut u.. ^ ^ 

la tv; .-. cm dj.ot have Teamed ,-t 
^Ggetujt hrewgh these fa c ilcr ties.. 

-*-• SO:-£E GEiTER /iL^CCl ISIDHRAT I OHS ’. 

A. "Foreign Involvement" Defined ' 

. Ve have intentionally- chosen the *ords, "foreign involvement," ' 

, t ” f;i c r ii4 ^t pro ^^ h “°' concsrnad ' 

■ The words were chosen because broad; 

onon 3 ireuj a ccsparauxvely innocent arrangement for propaganda purposes, 
such as, for example, an agreement whereby Oswald night have served the 

propaganda puiposes of the Castro Govcmnent in ITor.prlea.ns and Del’ll 

\ 

“ eXChmS ° ** that Govo "*“ at **&* M. Prints erpon ses plus "so™ 

=all additional cCvpensation, to the'nost series bind of conspiratorial ■ 
connection, as would be the case if a foreign paper had ordered Lee Oswald 
to Idll John F. Kennedy. * -foreign Wolver.ant,» however', „e do nean - 
****** «« •«»«• than siaply enotienal or ideological influence. 

The Cohesion already possesses evidence, and indeed so does the general 
public, that Oswald considered hinself a KarHLst and that he syspathised 
Wholeheartedly with the Castro regies.- he openly spread nanphlets in 
x,s oeralf on J he streets of Hew Orleans and he took its side in radio 
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that scrcthing boh-ind the Iron Curtain hud been pvt in notion in his 
behalf. - Cur investigation of this particular pro'clcn has com up with 
the foil out ’Xi results: 

In the first place, both Ohayos and IlcVl char have their dates 

wrong. This docs not reflect on their capabilitic s, because they are 
° . * - / 
undoubtedly basing their conclusions upon State Dcpartnc-nt r. or. or an da. 

wh-ich were in turn based ‘upon statements made at "l he tine by Oswald 

hir.self , arid subsequent investigation has she m ti at these sere probably 

inaccurate. Oswald's .be eric an passport, which he of course had in his 

possession at the tine he traveled to Pussi.a, was subsequently surrendered 

to the Department of State, after he was repairin'; cd, and has since been 

placed in the hands of the Commission.- -Starr,-; on this passport show that 

th.c Soviet Tourist Visa was issued (not applied far) in Helsinki on 

October lli. 
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free London in Kelsinh± rxr October. 10 . mil. ery ihinr we know about his trip 

-ir— -sra? 

points to the fact that he proceeded to his cestir avion, scow, as rapidly 
and as directly as his financial resources would prrr-it. Despite state- 
ments node to fellow travelers along the way that he was t: only a tourist" 
c-r "Just a student on his way to college," he in I act wasted no tine in 
sightseeing but made connections as rapidly as he reasonably could. 
Therefore, although we have no direct eviccnc ; indicating when he first 
needled for a visa, it seres highly probable that he applied for it as 
scon as he arrived in Helsinki, namely, on th : 10Lh cf October . Perhaps, 
however, his airplane arrived in IIclsinlrL too lat: for bin to have 
reached the Consulate before it closed that c-enirg. Should this have 
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Sc^ondj the Soviet nu chord rles may have been entirely ignorant, or 

t 

Oswald 1 s- pending arrivalj "but v;hen he did arrive he_, Oswald, immediately 
r:ace lmown has strong sy-pathy with the Co:,s?.unist cause, his intention 
xo cicfect and possibly even the fact that he had been a radar one rat or in 
the United States Karine Corps and the "fact 11 (doubtful) that he possessed 
secret , information related to this job which he was ready to disclose. 

_lj. i^nis as tne 'way Oswald conducted himself at the Soviet Consulate at 
-.olsinIn < ^-i~L§n bndecd his application would have been handled with 
dispatch. .American Embassies throughout the world would presumably do.... 
t-.e sane onKig ia tney relieved uney had a potential defector who possessed 
valuable information. Oswald himself claimed that he said nothing out' of 
O-uinary to the nussi an Consulate, in Helsinki j he- told- the officials- 
<tt the /-r3ej_accn. Embassy in Koscow on October 31, when he appeared there in. 
cm <_tte:.7ot to r-:. ounce his ciuisenship, that he had said nothing to .the 
Russian's about defecting until he arrived in Koscow. Likewise, Yuri ' 



iv^.ovich Kosenko^ tne Soviet XG3 agent who defectea to the United States 



ii Yebruary lg-5l |((and whose reliability h a s not vet been assort 
claims that whs KGB at least had no knowledge whatever of Oswald until 
he appeared in Koscow. 

f £osenko ? s testimony on this -point cannot be taken with absolute 



,A- 



. assurance. Be 



sides the obvious fac t_iiiat..whe.ther_iip_i .a_-.lrr^-P ’nr wither 



- - . /I— 

n ? . ^ s — a Soviet r?±anr _ ]ias UQ . t _yntYh^rLgdeten;ined..iihere -is_ also_the_Xaot 

that to date, the o.ifLy wwnort_ayaiI ab! o-t a the C omissi on on -what Woe-Y.-n 
n as s aid _about__Q ss:ald^as^]^jdried_Jin: ouch th e PUT > and the ?3H jnterro - 
gapers pK d not have th e detail ed knnw~i -w-a 0 f_ Oswa.ldls travels 



i p n. 
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j^en ^brcur’nt to the _atte.nti-P.n_ o£._th c _ZBI_ interr p "store , d It' is not 
m c one Givaohe tnat men IToscnko savs the first mud ].T}vj received 



was whch Oswald arrived in "KV 



OHll_j;':iat._he ..was _Gpoa!djig_loojecJ ; y^_od_rr:ant 



n-hen Oswald arrived in "Russia" or ,! at._the Jfassianlbprdsr. lt Cr what is 



even at least as likely . that Kosenko really does not x'Cinenoer 



xne precise 



moment at waxen Oswald first made his i ntentions known... to the Soviet 



C-overnm.ent 



- cfv-5n3vother piece oi evidence relating to the sane point should 
oe Drought to the attention ox the Ccrmissi'on.^^The following paragraph 
is an enact quote iron a CIA report (C omis sion ITo. 6pS) : 

■ »c. ^Gctocer 1 9 $9 " Stockholm newspaper^ Bagens Kyheter_, X 
=■■ '-vtf’jy-o- I.'oveuber I5>63 states Lee OsM passed through \ 

' Sweden during October 1 9$9. "Article also adds that"' 2 

OSWALD was unsuccessful in obtaining visa to the USSR V U‘ 
xn r.exsinlo. wnich resulted in his returning to Stoclcholm. \ 

?v;o daps after he arrived in Stockholm GSbALD traveled I 
direculy to lioscov. Concluding sentence of article 
stares J This indicates that the Russian Ho assy (Stockholm)! 

■ gave him a visa. r f 



_ it was difficult to explain j 

how OSoAnD mi edit have received his visa in tiro days with— j 
out going tni’eugh normal channels. The only conclusion 
which can bo drawn is that GSV/ALD must have received his 1 (T) 

visa directly from the Soviet Embassy in Stockholm which . j U 
occasionally* 5.s done in special czses } but the scui’ce had / ■ 
no evidence tc confirm this assumption. J 

The inform.arion contained in the foreg oing paragr aph is flat ly 

ar yarxance with the other CIA report., •previous ly ment ioned., to the ef feci 

xffXuyjsmaLd staxxedLjn Kels~<'nVi alter havin'? arrived there on Gctoh er 10 i 

ip.rn me iniomanon oo tamed from Oswal d’s Am eri can' passpoipj_ in trgjms 

c:rn statement to the American L Hanny-dn-Inscnin cn_0ataber-_31, 19?9 } and 

‘ "=■ 

' XTi^.n one documentary material, given us b y the Russian Government . All 
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°j. looter could be lies or forgeries, however, including even the 
jL..c. rcan passpom, since it was an Oswald 1 s possession for about two 
i.ee.,s before he cane xnuo the Bnbassy — two weeks when he was "in 'the 
hands Of the 3vGB in the Hotel Berlin and in a hospital in Hoscow. The 
Cn^^Tnejn^S-^p ^ent^ of th e oo ininn that the inf oimation. whic h -pl aces 
ws^^o^e jin Hgl sm ]Oj _ ra the r t han^txmkhfl n , i s ro ra^reiiabje. It certainly 
fitb the other evidence we have of Oswald 1 s travel better than does the 

. :, Stocldioln !: reoori. - 

... 

' The foregoing summarizes or sets out all the information 
available wo us at this time on the problem of whether Oswald obtained 
his visa unusually quickly. . * . “ - 

me a anal judgment which must be riade oh all' this 'data "is "of ■ 
course, lihat conclusion may legitimately be. drawn if it is assumed first, 
Wiiat Oswala .old get his visa unusually early, second, that the quick 
issuance of a visa was significant, and third, that its significance was 
that the Soviets had warning well ahead of tine that Oswald was coring 
1,0 ^ nss5 - a del ecu? Bven all this does not necessarily add up to a 
conclusion that Oswald was ever used as an agent by the Soviet Government, 
at could add up to the conclusion that they hoped to get him to Russia 
so that he could there he analyzed for possible use as an agent and then ' 
so used only IT the examination of him resulted in a favorable conclusion. 
i.o could also mean something less serious, for example, that they mew ' 
or suspected that Oswald was going to defect and wanted to make it as 
.easy as possible for him to get into Russia so that they would be sure to 
obtain the propaganda benefits of his defection before he had a chance 
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the officials -there, and the notes of two newspaper reporters. Kiss Aline 
Mossy and Miss Priscella Johnson, who interviewed Oswald in his hotel 

v 

9 

roon during this period. The following is a capsule outline of the major 
events as we think they occurred: • . 

■ sate M;ent 

Oswald arrives in Moscow from Helsinki. -On' 
this save day he told iris Xntourist guide, 
Rina Shirokova, that he 'wanted to hoc cue a 



October l6, lpnP 
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merican mo assy in ncscow of ms arrival. ■ 

khan told by the Soviets that he could, not 

\ 

become a citizen and must leave Moscow 
within two hours, Oswald slashed his wrists 
in an attempt to e emit suicide ^ 



October 22-2R ■ 



Oswald wo.s confiied in a la capital 5n Moscow' 
and treated for a self-inflicted wound on 
his left wrist. 




• -U5- 



-DCir.onently in Russia, and said, "Oswald was not regarded "by the KC-B 
as "being comletely normal mentally nor van lie considered to bo ver y 
ioitcllirenty'i^Tb e CIA Ins not yet g ivenias_jui.evnl^ 



/£= 



reliability oT^ LosgrJiQ^ut_thgy. 5 n!" u a led-thahathey^ug'^ 

to give ns an evaluati on-noon. As developed elsewhere in this neno.-, _tt-f 




• - he was "bein g paid to receive t raining as a • 

Soviet Agent? 

^ , . 

Once he was accepted as a resident- alien, in the Soviet .'Union 

■ n 

Oswald; by. no naans, lived n just-like : a ^ansi?nV(_...On. the contrary, Jhe was 

given all sorts of special benefits which a Russian citizen in his position 
would net have obtained. The question is not whether he received special 
benefits,. but whether his receiving them indicates that he was undergoing 
seme sort of training as a future agent of the Soviet system, or at least 
that he i-as being indir ectly bribed to become such an agent. "We want to 
errohasize that the problem of interpretation here is not sw-iply whether 
__h 3 was being 5: bribed, 11 but whether he was being bribed zor the specific 
purpose of setting him up as seme sort ox foreign agent. For there is no' 
question but that the special treatment amounted to a bribe. Oswald 
.recognized this fact himself in his Diary., and 1-rarzna and loser vo both 
say that it is standard practice in the Soviet Union for Americans . and 
other foreign defectors from countries with high standards of Irr/ing to he 




irc.7i him since early Ho verier 1 °5?, when it had received his undated 
letter front the Hotel Kctropole as’, run 2 that his renunciation of citisen- 
sMp be ^cc opted. The hew letter from Oswald was dated February 1961 
and ashed that he be readmitted to his native country. The breaking of 
Osvrald's l6-aonth silence at this tine coincided erectly rath a request 
sent by the department of State in Washington to its Hoscov; Embassy on 
February 1, ipSl, informing the Snbassy that Oswalds 'mother was worried 



ec our ’nin j in-- airing as to -hie 



l-iriCi'r&.r* 



eacouss and anting that he get in tea-. 



■s, uh — it p^-s ble. be had wonaered unethsr the coincidence of these 
eVer ' ts 17£S £ccidsnta l or whether it represented Soviet interception' 
o£ the rsc - usst ^ Ocala's mother, interpretation of that request as a 
po- s_ol„ so_ o-rung ox lie avcxrude of the American Govemrsent toward Lee 
Oswald ana rnerr — the Soviets 5 suggestion to Oswald that he therefor 
ecu xrnsaiauely so seek readnission to the United States, f Us have beer. - 
^_G...-Q|by one request iron Marguerite Oswald went from 

Uasningtcn to Ms cow by diplomatic pouch, and th.us the Russians should ha 
had no opportunity to intercept it. However, this does not preclude the 
posi_oll_r, oj. a lea.% an one o T asmuigxon office from which the request can 
or a le--< — n one American Fr.:-bas-sy in Kcscow, where it was received. In 
order to have given the Russians tine to act upon the leak, however, it • 
would seen that it would have had to occur in Washington rather than 




Vfiicn receiving a new passport one must see that the . 
inforraiion about the bearer and his cudldren below l6 
veers of are has been properly entered, as well as "one narniage 
data and sta3.ro. It should be borne in wind that all Citizens 
from l6 to ljO year’s of .ape receive passports valid a or a 
lir.dted period of tine. VJhen the validity of tne passport 
expires, the citizen should apply to the passport ofiice ror 
a new passport. It should be bom in rdnd that living vdinouv 
a passport or registration bool:, an invalid passport, or 
acceptance for v.orh without a passport or registrars.: 
constitutes violation of passport regulations. Persons guilty 
of such violations of the passport regulations are liable uo 
■orosscution. 



\- 
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jO C£S:Z::ZZ1T, Oil 



■epresentativ: 



or vu: 




resident foreigners, such as Oswald, are at leant theoretically so 
prohibited. Anyway, we have also posed this question to the CiA, and its 
response is as follows: 

’1. OSvfLIfS travel from Kinsl-c to I-Icscou and return 
in July Ifol would novnally have required prior author!- . 
ration, leavers of a Soviet "passport for foreigners 11 
(rid na shitelstvo v SSS?. dip's irnostmntsa) are re- 
qoii^d'to' ‘ 'H-W’ibri^ation ircri the Visa 
and Registration Separtuent (OV'Cl) (or Passport Regis- 
tration Lepartnent (PRO) in snaller towns) if they de- 
sire to leave the city (or oblast) where they are derd- • 
ciled. This same recuirenent is believed to apply to 
persons, such as OSlLAdD, holding Soviet "stateless 
passports" (vid na shit els t v o v SSR dlya lits bsz 
■ grazhdarstva) . 



t 
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2 . The practicality of even "vrauthorl-zed" travel 
was demonstrated "by events related by Bruce DAVIS, !J 
a United States citizen who defected iron his US jj 
Amy unit in' Germany on 19 August i960, and sub- f 
se cue wily pas sent to Kiev to study. After his 
repatriation in 1963, DAVIS told US authorities that 
he had made a total of seven unauthorized trips from i 
Kiev during the I96I-I963 period. One of these trips 
was a flight to Hose on on 1 Kay 1961, only tiro months 
before OSWALD* -S flight. MITES eras apprehended on two 
of his seven trips, and was 'returned to jtiev each hirer 

,-the second tine under escort. On both occasions he 
' ■ . 7 was merely reprimanded by the deputy chief of the 

(institute at which he was st udying . Since Karina j 
_qad a Soviet citizen 1 s internal passport, there / 

: A-rould have been no restrictions against her maiding / f 
he trip to Hose on. ^ | | 

Oswald 1 s arrival at the American Bncassy was on a Saturday, 

4 . - . 1 - 

according to the Historic Diary, the place "was closed for business but 
after sons inquiry he was able to reacn'KrV Pochard B. Snyder, the 
Consul, on the telephone. Oswald notes in the Diary that the consular 
officials lived in the sane building as they worked, so presumably he 
and Snyder spche over sene sort of house telephone. Again according to 
the Diary, Snyder cane down immediately, shook his hand, and spoke 
briefly with him. The upshot of the conversation was that Oswald sliould 
return on Kon cay, July 10 . This he did, but 5 m the meantime, apparently 
because of s nothing said hy Snyder, although, we have no clear evidence 
that this was the case, Oswald telephoned Karina leng distance and raked 
her to fly to Kcscow the newt' day, Sunday, which she did. 

3 . The Oswalds staying at the Hotel Berlin 



vnale rney 



in Koscow, Oswald and Karina stayed at the 



Hotel Berlin, the same place Oswald stayed when he entered the country 
dn 1 9 b 9 » The- CIA. has informed us th^t the _H ot el and its Iw'c-t-TD 



f ■ •/ 



Tl uw~l n pi 




hotel ," the Metre? ole (where Oswald als o stayed i Q,259) , v'n±c n_?£:c water 
the s ame adminis tr ation, a re the _ro=uLar foreign-tourist ho t.cl 3 in K osco- 
Presumably, therefore,' they are heavily infiltrated, if not controlled, V- 



the HVD. 



Marina says that she and Oswald got a room at the Hotel Berlin 



because rooms in Moscow were at a premium, there being a 



ill I £S o j_ V <i_L 



going on at the time, and Oswald ires remembered at the Berlin and there- 

f 

fore able to get a ream despite the difficulties, ihs CIA Iras co nfined 
trxat an anbemabronal film festival was in fact occuring jr Moscow durba r 
July l?6l. 

* » • 

Ji. The alleged unusual ra.pi di.ty with which — 

. ... . ; . the Oswalds Here able to obtain pe rmission 

from the Soviet Gove rnment to leave Russia, 
m sprue the fact that Mar is a had ccrr.e to Moscow, when Oswald 
appeared at the Embassy on Monday she waited outside instead of caning 
in Tiifh him. However, on Tuesday she had a conference with -John McViclar 
on her aspects of the contemplated return, to the United States, i.e. , 
the problems and procedures connected with her entry into the United Stats 
as a "nonquota immigrant." it is interesting, and apparently purely cc- 



to Russia were the ones who dealt with him ana Marina when he sought to 
reenter the United States. 

. . _ Primarily on the basis of the Monday ivtorview, the American 

Enoassy concnuded thaw Oswald had not expatriated hinsel f desoite his 
an expo s to go so in me rail of 3-P^P and his actions thereafter, and 
wrote a r.er.orandum to this effect to the Ha shir -ton Beoartnent of State. 



when she testified to the Commission that, as Just related, Oswald 
had told her that he was going and vr'ny. 'The few vdtensses we have who 
spoho with Oswald while he was on a bus going to 2-Icxico City confirm what 
Karina has stated, that Oswald 1 s intent was to evade the travel ban by 
reaching Cuba by way of Mexico. 

' ?j The Mexican law-enforcement . authors f demand .±hs_iHA and FB I? 
havalall fc 



hay 
Go v’SjLu. * S -dOo 






carrie d on ard^ansbua— i nrssti gat-i ons vntrnn 1'e odLco- of— be e-Sarxev 



ahedeVthree grouos)bave orocuoed evidence 
' ~ . " 



w hich appears quite firm that when Oswald ann cared at the Cuban and_ 
Sovie t Embass i es he told then that his de stination was-hassla.. not 
Cuba, and that he only want ed a n K ih-transit K visa -for- Cub in order that 
. he night visit that country on hns way- to the Sovi et TJiaionw^a.hen he 
visited these embassies he carried with bin newspaper clappings, letters 



--.--.a 



various documents (sc me forged by himself) purporting to shew that 



he was a "friend of Cuba, 11 Vlith these papers, and with his proven record 
of previous residence in- the Soviet Union and marriage *to a Soviet nation 
ha tried to curry favor with both er.be 
failed. 



b assies, but the attempt seemingly j 



%b4 



Lfl urhpafn as. 

testified that when she first saw him after his return to the United 
States he was discouraged and convinced that he would never reach Cuba, 
when questioned on the discrepancy between bis telling her 
that he wanted to get to Cuba and his telling the Cuban and Hessian 
flub assies that his ultimate destination 'was Pussia, Karina answered 
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. I. Docrnerlcttlon fu rnished by tic 

Soviet G o v erho out at cui renrest 
In the latter part of I-Iaf oh the Dap; r tr.ie at of State, at cur 
request, handed /ambassador Dcbiynin a letter iron !r . Chief Justice 
Earl barren to Secretary of State Lean Pois’c requesting that the Soviet 
Union furnish the Cor, mission with “further dei ails of his /Oswal d}~zj 



activities during his residence in the Soviet Union, including 



c cores oi 



any official records which the Soviet authorities 'nay find ± 



OOSSIDre to 



The letter rant on to describe sever, are as of particular in- 
terest to the C amission. A copy of the letter has been, attached to this 
.. memorandum: so that the description of ■ the arecs of particular interest 
can oe read an detail if tills is felt to be dc sir able. 

True response of the Soviet Government - has been received. - ’ It ' 
is ciff rcrlu to assess the extent to which it has complied in good faith. 
Sore records which night have been given to us hava not been, act in so m 
cases mas could very well be because they are no longer in existence. 



?or example, no application for a tourist visa rad a 






on or about October lit, 19?9 was forwarded t 



o us aesoxxe the race max. we 



that in the more than four years which elapsed between the time when 
Oswald filled out this very routine do current and the tine of the ass as sir a- 
tion, it was destroyed in the ordinary course. There are other ceficienci; 
in she Sovreu response which are not so easily exolalned. The very last 
paragraph of the letter fren Mr. Chief Justice Earl barren ashs for cowl os 
°f any sc am casts , before or since the assassination of President Kenned.'. - , 
volunteered by Soviet citizens who knew lee Harvey Oswald during his 




iro 
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somehow been "in on’ 5 s.-ac secret rod r-ystorious do a} ings invohv.’ ..; -r ■• 
Soviet Unoassy in Iloico, some beoef it , however snail, could b3 oVl.v 
.fi’OTa the otherwise total failure of that trip. 

H. Yuri Ivanovich Kos enko 

In February 15*61;, Yuri Ivanovich 'Tosenko asked for asylum in 
the United States. Kis position in the Soviet Union 'i :zs that of a high 
‘official with. the KGB, and he was attending a conference in Geneva at 
the tine of his escape. In the course of his interrogation by the CIA, 
it turned out that he had knowledge of Oswald. ^His testimony in res pec 

I 

to Oswald was given to representatives of the FBI and passed on by the 
Bureau so Us. A copy of the Bureau 5 s"ffn?!~r'epdrb on Kosenko’ is attach, 
to thus HSmoranduni^ Kosenko 5 s reference to Oswald 5 s Intcurist guide an 
l! hrs !I snores s.ions and evaluations of Oswald should probably be to ,: her :t 
impressions and evaluations, since we knew from other sources that the 
guide '.:as probably a woman, Kina Shirokova. ; s 

Ihe FBI summary of the statements of Kosenko, if true, would 
cer-tainly go a long way towards showing that the Soviet Union had no 



pert in the asses sanation J | Howeve r, one cannot but be struck by th e re 
coincidence between _the sudden .notoriety. - c f T - ca Harne y Oswald and the f 
that a Soviet offi cia l who defe c ts turns out to be a man with prima ry 
tn owled go about Oswald . If, afte r the qta o pi m~ nm has b e en *V yrvnad,_ 
doubts still eoist with respect -to. the authenticity and sircerity_of 



Hosenk 



p,_nhori — Lh.g_Qc-~nission must face the vexing Question o f why t he 



b y ie t_JJ rJ.on_nh anenth As -r. at h od-Ao-piare _dh j s ^information 7 in the hand 

c f thee United S tates. Lfkunnr_gnkwion . Kosenko’ should be asked to test 

ftp, the C emission a s s oon _es_th:3. CIA has conolct c-cLALt s._nwalu ati on of r 
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J -i ic.-.as on r.'ov* i.Su ; agent 01 the FBI Je'nci P. Heoty 

named ne^that if I attempt to engage in F?CC activities 

in Terras the Frx will again take an "Interest 11 in ns. 

This agon.. also Suggested 1 tliat my wife could 1 remain 

an the U. S. under FBI protection/ 1 that is. she could 
defect Iron the 3 3 

refuse to return to the) Soviet Union. Of course I and 

■ r xiy wife strongly protested these tactics by the notorious " 

F.B.I. 

. v * £3 vmiortun that the Soviet Embassy was unahle 

^ City out) I had not planned to contact 

me Mexican City Embassy at all so of course they were 
, unprepared for re. Had X been able to reach Havana as 

planned ( j. could have contacted the Soviet Embassy there 
p or une complexion of rapid, have been a.hle to belt) ice get 
y--~ .neceary documnts I required assist as. ) no -old have 
naa oine .uo assist me out of course the (stuip) stuip Cuban 
mso_e was at xault here, I J n glad he had since been 
- • replaced hy another. if . * . . 

.information produced for the Commission hy the CIA Is to I 
• one ex fees that the, person referred to hy’ Oswald as n canrahe~FoWin n J ' 
•-was pros ably a ran named "Kostikov 11 employed ostensibly os a member .. ■ 
of the Consular staff of the Soviet Union in Mexico City. He is , - 
actually a KGB agent, however, as are many of such 
nave also identified the Cuban Consul referred to in GswafUs letter 
as probably Senor Eusebio Asque. This ran was in fact replaned. He 
asked the CIA to look into this and their response reads: 

y- T e smnse that the references in Oswald* s 5? 

, “O • / sober letter to a man who had since been re— 

placed East refer to Cuban Consul Eusibio As cue 
•mo lef u Mexico for Cuba on permanent irem-ler on 
lb Hovember 1963, four days before the assassination 
Azque nad been in Mexico for 13 years and It -as 
knownfeo qq^as early as Sect ember 1 963 that tzoue 
was^to oe replaced. His replacement did arrive in 
yepoenosr. Asqae was scheduled to leave in October 
out, did non leave until 18 Hovember. 
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"might 
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r statements i 


'ere forwarded 



■r Ooidency an mne covxem uraon wnncn refamou be 
seven ax-ess of particular interest 
to the C emission.” I!o such volun 
the Soviet C-overnr.ent. A second possibly suspicious circumstance T_ : 
ooserved is that a very high percentage of the signatures other tear 

Osuald’ s on the documents are stated bv our translators + o -n --- 

. . . " 

or mas sang J 



C 



f 



J 



s hand om verim-aca'c-non has been, rendered iuTDCSsible . 



earner accidentally or on purpose, in the documents given, to us.jpUe 

nave asked the CIA T s opinion on this point, cut so far have not raceiv 
7 . 

an. 



amount of material on lee Harvey Oswald 1 s -life in Russia and 



Jo An Overall Assessment of the 

likelihood of Soviet T nv oh' em.ent 
The Commission nas been able to gainer an irroressively large 

in the 

United States alter he returned froh P.ussia, and a considerable amount 
material on Harare as Kell. _ Kuch of this has been examined in this 
memorandum, and over the last few months virtually all of it has been 
analysed in detail by members of the staff of the Commission or by 
one or more of the various investigatory or intelligence a-encics of t’ 




p' w 



rCCiCral government. Cur conclusion , as already stated, is -that ale 1 •■ 



"Russian" evidence is consistent Pith Lee Harvey n.-reld 1 3 having born 
substantially mat he purported to bs and no nore, that is, it is co^- 
si stent imth his not oeing an agent of the Russian government. 

fee fact that the evidence on OswaJ d : s life in Russia is con- 
sistent rifn the conclusion just stated is oi course highly imccrtar-i; 

, hci:ever J this slol - e is not sufficient reason to c include that Osvrald vn 
j.acu not a Russian agent. A high proportion of all the evidence cn L---e 
* — '' il - i/o i-O-s *ci?2LV»3l i/O aj’id . -_’.i e ui Russia 

frcn sources jthat could have been fabricated or otherwise falsified. Th 
main sources of such evidence are his ot-n statements after he returned b 
-a tne united State?, the letterslbe.:Hu pte ? from ; H^S'U^toV^ga'ber^'bf. his. : .. 

Karina- s statements . to .friends, after j;he g:ss. to, frerlca ar.'d her 
Q - testimony to the Cco-mission, and all sorts of writings and documents 
dating from the Russian period or shortly thereafter. All of 'these 
sources £guld have been put together by the LIB or be the result of its 
careful “coaching." 



Tne question therefore rises. Horn are m to. access rhether 




u -- , °~ Oswald himself, and ask, from all me have le.-med about him 
laterally from his infancy until the day of his death — whether he mas 



1 




C 



! 

l 

,< 

b- 




(One arrangement he r.ade, Tor e:-: aspic, i:as to have passport photo;-. 
taken, Tor use in his application for a Cuban visa.) By late -Saturd:-; 
afternoon, Sept saber 28 , houever , he had pretty much hit a blank ual. 
at both embassies. y 



Ihe Cuban Ssbassy had even nore dimly informed bin uhat he could nor 
an "in-transit 31 visa to visit Cuba unless he could first snoir men a 
visa to visit Russia, "so be uas left lith. very little to do sihh eith- 

zzy~'~T - ■ '*■■■■. 

Enoassy* , . J 

At the Cuban Sabas sy he oven got into a iigh 
i.i th the Consul, Eusebio Asoue, because he insisted so strongly that 
as a n friend of Cuba 3 s, !! he ought to be given a visa. So linn Sunday- 
through. Heines day Eprrin.g, October 2, t;hen he left Hexico City on a b- 
bound for the United States, apparently about all he did - - or 
i;e knosr about i:hat he did — i:as to make his travel arrangsrenis, 
sights of the citylan df 



■n 



Cur evidence that' the' events' "set"' out" in the foregoing par ay 

occurred is solid. It is obtained from several sources, the nosh in— 

nortant being the direct testimony of Senora Silvia Bar an, the Eerie a 

clerk at the Cuban Embassy uho dealt iiith. 0 serai .dip’ 

~~\j — , . . 

Tike question is not iriemc 




these events occurred, but whether they were perhaps only a covcr-ur 
other, more sinister activitn.es going on st the sane time. This is vh 

the various rumors and claims of conspiracy cone into consideration, 

> 

Seme of then will he considered in detail later, but at this point it 
enough to say tixat they almost all boil down to seme sort ci allegatio 
ohat iaa Cubans passed money to 0 swald while he was in Mexico City, as 
payment for assassinating the President, We have been ^ ~nf omred by tie 
Ce ntral xn^elligence Agen cy tha t fn~~ir>-rq p ~i ? 7 'ge s- ip~jpt 

been handed to Oswald while he was in Mexico City Cthe no 
commonly mentioned sum was $^000) were pm-rent m Mexico Cit y almost 
^cjTim ediavsly afuer the assassination . The fact that these manors were 
current should oe kept 5m mind in' assessing' the information i-ihich. foil 

- = — 11 order tnat the Commission may directly assess scme'tf the 

important bits of evidence bearing upon Oswald 1 s contacts with the Orb 
and Russian Embassies , we have amx-ached hereto- two document si 



We have also reccpied the essentials of the statement made 
by" Silvia Duran, the Mexican employee of the Cuban Consulate in Mexico 
Corny viio dealt wixh Oswald, when she was questioned hy the Mexican nol: 
shortly after the assassination^ 



j f e:c "statement, as forwarded to us by the Mexican gov 






xs as Xolloirs: 




. ^ "J telephone cor.vcvcat5.cns with the word, «Ad5os. B h:s. Roberts’ 

0 „ this subject infer that these conversations war 5 carried c>n :• r. ;•• - 

foreign lan.gur.se described by her as ‘'C-em-on c-v Prissier.." From t.'V-.c v- 



In turn can be inferred that the conversations alleced no wore •vo.«n 
because they would have been in Russian , and re have other evidence , ■ 
is ouiie z'lm, that he telephoned Karina alnowi every nzghw, 1 " ~n-« 
ithe case, then the fact that he signed off with the word "Adios» has • e 
mi g— significance . Incan Karina wes ozziod no one Comcission sn ; 
•that she dees rszerber her husband occasionally using tost tern, zf, 
however, the word !I Ad±os :i was used during an Enslish-language convers.- ■’ 
we have, perhaos, an important unexplained pzc.ce oi evzdence. Krs, -.oc 



it-iyi'shscheduled - to - be 



\ -r 



-■ 



4- -/TvWft too locale officiaisibf^othJ^a-^A^ridLiihazfil 

*...* ^ ' ... . 

. t- 4 ' ‘ <.--- j-r -n — ,v-n*;es ant ativ e s of the Ccrnnzsszon dr rzng _ 

,,c . •' - - - 



0 V /J i v ' : in A-rii l°&i. f hat , Jn. iheinn 
* • * 
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KeyAc.Q. Both men cased the ir eparze n s upon wr s. ur belze . 

been any such cor.sn5.racy, although they . 

able to solve i m tha^r sources of i nfomiation and znvesuzya^y ^nipnsjj^, 
were suzficisnt.lv goo d_s ^Jthzt Jjmr^aula_£±^Lnas b have' received go-re _ fi r 

t 

indication or "hard” evidence g ^Li i s e ie zstcrgnt — £lie_gb s e n c_ a of any _ su .-n 



evidence has convinced then t h at zee hai'vey Oswald 1 s n?zp — z2_l i e -'~ c 0 ' ~y‘ 
in all probability ncthi n g more t ha n zt pvn ccugoed — to — ce_: — a n . 

" - ' ~ " F" 

ait scot to reacn Cuoa. ~- 



! 

( 
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'Unfortunately, ho- rev., 
although tre means of investigation at cur dir.'oosel in lexico have in 
opinion been sir Etched bo "the utmost, there still remain baps in our 
lenouledge of v.’hab Osnald did uhile he i;as there . Essentially, for Sir 
Konday and Tuesday, September 2 9 through October 2, vre can fill in on] 
about five or sir: hours of his tine, plus whatever tine he slept, in; 
final an suer to the meaning of the ler-ican trip, therefore, till nrob; 
never be given. 

Finally, oefore ending our discussion of possible Cuban invc 
sent, *:s mould like to' set forth in summary fashion sene of the rumors 
allegations of Cuban conspiracies uhich have cores to our attention. I 




Gutierrez care around a comer of a ’.rail and lurrcei into the Cuban -..ho 
tailing vdth the American, thereby seeing then both for a split second 
face-to-face. Ke apologized, the Cuban grade usly accepted the apology, 
and. all three r.en ir.mediately continued Trailing in their respective directi 
linen he overheard their conversation, hocever, union must have been re sure z 
air. o so instantaneously , Gutierrez wmed around to get another loch. Thus. 
h<* got a good look only of the hacks of both r.en.' Likewise, v;hen he folio - .: 
then to their automobile, ■ he sax then only fresa a distance and again cnlr 
their backs . The conclusion of the FBI /representatives assigned to this 
case is that Gutierrez probably did see money being passed to a man mho 
appeared to be an American, but that whether that ran ras Lee Harvey 

_ Csy ald_ is by no naasis. .certain. '■ ^ -_-_S 

?rcn:.r_evle:-dng his. v'^cepggr-edule, fidch-ae jsays .. ; h-s : ; rIgorqusly 
adhered no, Gutierrez Is able to fix the bine at xhich he must have seen 



m-r 



ana the American. as 10:^0 a.n. cn October 1,. give or take a ver- - 



near rmes, 



'mlj ) 

Consulates in I-Ieaieo City are loca.ted very close to cr.e another, only 




C: 



r . 



about two blocks opart. It therefore seams iriliV.ely that if Oswald had j 

been, at the Cuban Embassy he would have telephoned the Russian Embassy 

rather than welted over there, esoccially since by this tone he was fanilf. 

• * | : 
with the personnel. However, it is also possible that he believed that \ ‘ 

he could get through to speak to the Consul if he telephoned, 'she re as if \ 

5 - - 

’he showed uo inherson he right he rebuffed by the receptionist or the gus | 

f • - M 

e If 

who by that tine nay have been, able to recognize bin and under orders to ? I 

■ • 1 1 

keep bin out . • 

■i ' l } 

• ihs CIA and 731 ^ra prese ntaiiwes vr'ih-whcn we have di sensed thyd j 

'f| 

i-nyp.c'.th ration •point out that although they hy no m eans rule ou t the a cc_'--' { 
of Gutierrez* observations for this reason alone, it is unlikely t h^t. wrens ] 
cf-i votf.d be passed for a s5nistef^hhipb~igr^h"huchf^r'6h'eh‘. k^hef’as.'was -'-aldi; ] 
ed by Gutierrez first 1- it is unlikely . that “ha tagehw would | • 



I- iegediv obss 



be. paid off right at the embassy or the consulate.. Second, even if he 
were, the payoff would more probably be carried out in the privacy of a 
rocn„ nevertheless, investigation is continuing. 

Unfortunately, C-utierrez* description of the automobile alleged 
driven by the Cuban, a light tan Renault, happens to be a very popular 
make and color in Mexico Cityjj^ 



ghe present owner cannot be ascertained, however, because the registrable 
of the autcm.obile (as is corenon in I-kcfco) has been maintained under the 
nane' of the original owner, who owned it several years ago, in order to 



avoid the payment of tr; 



nsxer wax 



res . Efforts to trace the automobile 



\ 




— — ** aracl^by the CI A ~f ield " ran^on Koycmber ? 6 r . . 
1 . wP^iet , , ffry_scri ou s person, rho spoh lis vrith conviction. 
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/Apparently Irie..ras 

/-* • • ’•‘J *" ' " 

I r^i-.cMee °— x — ° r - a y 1/0 Caoa end had had dealings arLth the Cuban Consulate 
“ eX±CO C P* connection vriih preparation of false travel documents, 
Ihv-oner he ..-.as doing thus as a soldier of fortune, out of conviction for 
o_e Cas u._ oi^e '-aise or to place hinself in a position ;-:hera he nould la'"-' 
be able to con.nd a higher price fron fthThil^^Ian ann nthig ) anti- ' 

. C ° rT2r ‘' imi£rb intelligence agencies for his information, re do not hr. or.) 

Both the Mexican and American authorities continued to interne-. • 
and cross-check Alvarado 1 s story . : >^9n IJovencer^ 33 the hi^Lnf o^---- 1 ^ 

u— - — if •• 

/in uniting that lir 




v yole sto^y _ ub°o-{S Oswald ras^ alagjHe said ihat he had not seen Os:;: 

L ' n£ '“’ ^ad n °t seen anybody paid money in the Cuban Inbas? ', 
ne also acnitted that he r.e7er tried to telephone the American Eabassv 




SOOUw 'if 



y i' 4 . V-! r- pv r-\ -f- ^ "l- V!,' 1 Q 't Jf] Tj0^T3 0T1 0T1 » < O V CH. : u i .. c. 

t -the natter and znaT> his con..wu wu — i 



vhen, as we now tow, he spoke to an Hnbassy .-security officer. He still 
gained that he 'did in fact repeatedly visit the Cuban Bnbassy, however 
as related above." The Keodcan authorities stated Jhat they were mclxr.aa 
to believe the last part of the story. ( 7lv ar. -dj ^ s?ad t '— lnOL,_ ' e 



" a t . — - f ^ r ■*“ ■“ " ,*x . P C ‘ ■! b u W t - W b' a 1 Ct * . ■ ■ 1 O ' O — . 

telling the fabrication was to r.cip s e ‘^ 1 — — 

J ^ ^Hnhats in action against Pidel Castro. 

States so tnat he could uCi^ e pa.^_ci^.a- 

, . . t >, 0 story he made uo would be 

Ke S 2 id he hated Castro and nopea y-at on- Soory 

telisved and **04 ««. «. Staics to n a >e aotion» a 2 aiast Cartac 

Ansricsn 

- -. jdth dlasr-daston aao leamad that m tao 17th aad 1?& of Soytarfbaa i-nfor- 



hsorc-tically possiole, taxs Or course — 

[exile o Citv on the l8th. 



Still later, American aulhoriuies ram^ec-rogc^ 



ted m_vsradoi <X 



, t first claimed that he had been pressured into retracting his statene: 
■h s Mexican police and that the retraction, rather than nus stab even.. 



raise. He said that he did, in fact, see the things he claimed to have 
seen. American interrogation of him continuedg^i of it ^ carr 

on in connection vni^apg^ that ?** ***&* 

indicated that *"?»*> *° ^ ^ 

( . - s . >_ _ J,. . 

' yl „ _ n,a t>'-^afora, 1 supnose u suo o- 

lI I knew such ran nines ^e accu-oe, c -* a j . 



end, tneraior^, a sup r 



nistab 



ran.” He then added that he was uncertain as to Che dale when hs 
looked like Oswald” at the Cuban Embassy, and peihap; 



